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SHOWERS 
High: 65 
Low: 52 
45% chance 
of rain 


Thursday: Showers, 62/34 
Friday: Sunny, 47/32 
Sat.: Mostly sunny, 45/41 


Complete weather: B10 


GWINNETT: What judge’s defense 
is saying in hacking case, B1 
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Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


ATLANTA: Supreme Court justice 
helps open new judicial center, B1 


COBB: Plan to ban sale of cats, 
dogs at pet stores withdrawn, B2 


AJC TOP NATIONAL STORY NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY 


Sanders leads Buttigieg, 
Klobuchar in N.H. vote 


Warren and Biden lag far behind in fourth and fifth; Yang, Bennet drop out. 
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New Hampshire residents wait in lines to vote at Rye Elementary School on Tuesday, weighing in on an 
unsettled Democratic presidential field in the first-in-the-nation primary. CHANG W. LEE / THE NEW YORK TIMES 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


NASHUA, N.H. — U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders built a slim lead Tues- 
day in the nation’s first primary in 
New Hampshire, while Pete Butti- 
gieg and U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
trailed close behind in the race to 
challenge President Donald Trump. 

A Sanders victory would be his 
second in a row in the Granite 
State, coming four years after his 
resounding victory over Hillary 
Clinton here helped lend credi- 
bility to his underdog bid for the 
presidency. 

Buttigieg, the former mayor of 
South Bend, Ind., and Klobuchar 
were also poised to seize on the 
momentum from the close finish, 
and each enjoyed growing crowds 
and suffocating media attention 
as they campaigned intensely for 


moderate voters in the run-up to 
Tuesday’s vote. 

“While there are still ballots left 
to count, we have beaten the odds 
every step of the way,” said Klo- 
buchar, a Minnesota senator who 
promised to “take this message of 
unity to the country.” 

Lagging far behind were U.S. 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachu- 
setts and former Vice President Joe 
Biden, who both steadily slipped 
in the polls despite repeated vis- 
its and a sustained burst of activ- 
ity in New Hampshire in the final 
days before the primary. 

Once poised to compete with 
Sanders for victory in her neighbor- 
ing state, Warren appeared headed 
toa disappointing fourth-place fin- 
ish. She denounced the “harsh tac- 
tics” of her primary opponents 


Primary continued on A10 
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Visit our website today 
for updates on the New 
Hampshire primary. 


AJC.com 


Atlanta. News. Now. 


What’s next 

Feb. 22: Nevada caucuses 
Feb. 29: South Carolina 
primary 

March 3: Super Tuesday, 
when 14 states hold 
primaries 

March 10: Seven states hold 
primaries or caucuses 
March 24: Georgia holds its 
presidential primary 


AJC LOCAL IN-DEPTH CORONAVIRUS 


Nearly 200 Georgians monitored for virus 
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» International impact: 
China mostly closed down 
as deaths pass 1,000, A2 

» Fed Chairman: Economy 
looks resilient despite risk 
of China virus, A2 


b> MOREOF TODAY'S TOP NEWS 


China mostly ‘closed ¢ down la Ranony 
eviews deaths 000 ie 
= pas takofchina ving 


No symptoms reported; 
all recently returned 
from trips to China. 


By Helena Oliviero 
holiviero@ajc.com 


Nearly 200 Georgia residents 
are quarantined in their homes 
after returning from recent trips 
to China, where a deadly new 
coronavirus has sickened more 
than 40,000 people. 

So far, Georgia authorities said 
Tuesday, none of the Georgia 
residents has shown symptoms 
of the virus. And none visited 
China’s Hubei province, the epi- 


center of coronavirus outbreak. 
They are sequestered because 
they traveled to other parts of 
that country, where the virus is 
also spreading rapidly. 

Georgia authorities were avoid- 
ing using the word quarantine, 
saying instead that people are 
being isolated in their homes 
for 14 days, the illness’ incuba- 
tion period. However, the term 
is used in a Feb. 2 directive from 
the Trump administration that 
calls for U.S. citizens returning 
home from visits to the Hubei 
province to be quarantined and 
those returning from other parts 


Coronavirus continued on A6 
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ONLY INTHE AJC SENIOR CARE 


Agency mum on 
more inspectors 
for senior care 


Amid proposed budget cuts, DCH chief sidesteps 
questions about the need for additional resources. 


By Brad Schrade 
brad.schrade@ajc.com 
and Carrie Teegardin 
cteegardin@ajc.com 


The cornerstone of Georgia’s 
program to protect seniors in 
assisted living and personal care 
homes is a platoon of state employ- 
ees that licenses and inspects facil- 
ities and investigates complaints 
of abuse and neglect. 

But that team of 21 Department 
of Community Health inspectors 
has struggled to keep up with 
an expanding workload. The 
department’s top facility regula- 
tor acknowledged the strains in 
December 2018, saying the state 
needs more resources and inspec- 
tors to help enforce safety rules 
and protect vulnerable adults 
across a system of more than 
2,600 state-licensed facilities, 
including some 400 assisted liv- 
ing and large personal care homes 
that cater to seniors. These inspec- 
tors also have to help investi- 
gate often-dangerous unlicensed 
homes, too. 


Senior care continued on A6 
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The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution has been 
investigating Georgia’s 
senior care housing industry 
for the past year and began 
publishing its findings in 
September. 

The AJC found more than 
600 cases of neglect and 
some 90 cases of abuse 
across a system of roughly 
400 facilities from 2015-18. 
Gov. Brian Kemp, lawmakers 
and the public have called for 
change, including increased 
inspections, but Kemp’s 
proposed budget does not 
allocate more money for the 
agency that regulates senior 
care homes. 

The AJC investigation 
is online at ajc.com/ 
unprotected. 
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‘Religious liberty’ bill 
on adoptions debated 


Some praise legislation; 
others fear it offers more 
leeway to discriminate. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 
and Maya T. Prabhu 
maya.prabhu@ajc.com 


Acworth real estate agent Zach 
Greene-Herrick knew he wanted 
kids since he was a teenager. So 
it was hard not to be discouraged 
when he and husband Kevin Her- 
rick were turned away by adoption 
agencies unwilling to work with 
same-sex couples as they looked 
to expand their family in 2015. 

“It was pretty traumatic and 
nerve-racking,” said Greene-Her- 
rick. “ ‘Are we sure Georgia is 


TOP NEWS, A3 
How T-Mobile takeover 
of Sprint affects you 


Ajudge rules the $26.5B deal 
willbe good for consumers, but 
it may mean higher or lower bills, 
depending on whom you ask. 


where we want to live?’ was defi- 
nitely a thought that was thrown 
around.” 

Eventually the couple found an 
LGBTQ-friendly adoption orga- 
nization, Atlanta-based Families 
First, that helped match them 
with their son Richard, now 14, 
and a pair of brothers the Her- 
ricks are currently in the process 
of adopting. 

Opponents ofa “religious liberty” 
bill filed last week in the state Sen- 
ate warn it could further discour- 
age families like the Herricks from 
adopting by codifying ambiguities 
in Georgia law already allowing 
agencies to reject prospective par- 
ents on religious grounds. 

They also say the measure’s 
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